
Seafood lovers �nd their way inside the 24th annual 
Seafood Festival in Pittsburg, Calif. Despite triple-digit 
temperatures turning the Pittsburg Seafood Festival 
into a �sh fry, thousands of people made their way to 
the waterfront Saturday afternoon to take in the aroma, 
sounds and, of course, the cuisine.

Though many have come to the city's biggest party for 
years, some, like the Aguilar family of Pittsburg, were 
�rst-timers.

"I've heard a lot about it, so I wanted to see what it was 
all about," Oliver Aguilar said while watching a dance 
troupe perform a routine. He had already polished o� 
some calamari and Dungeness crab. The family moved 
to Pittsburg two years ago but had been reluctant to 
attend previous festivals.

The family seemed to be enjoying themselves. Daugh-
ters Preana, 3, and Precious, 10, twirled yellow and 
purple umbrellas to the catchy R&B beat, while Aguilar's 
wife, Sanh, tapped her feet in rhythm with the music.

Margarito Marquez of Pinole was in the area for son 
Omar's soccer game when they saw signs about the 
seafood festival and decided to check it out. 

"I think this is really great," he said, while dipping a 
spoon into a dish of seafood gumbo.

With him was son Robert and friend Frank Posada who 
were visiting from Southern California to attend 
Monday night's Oakland Raiders game. They bought a 
bag of crawdads to nosh.

"I like it," he said about the festival. "It's unique. Some-
thing di�erent. There are a lot of people here, 
too."Longtime Pittsburg residents Fernando and Franc-
esca Cornejo also attended the festival for the �rst time. 
They were there to see their niece perform with the 
Pittsburg High School cheerleading squad, but they 
enjoyed the festivities and food as well, they said.

"Everything was very reasonably priced," Fernando said. 
"Seven dollars to get in and the food wasn't that expen-
sive."

"I just wish it wasn't so darn hot," Francesca said.

Many in the crowd echoed that sentiment, fanning 
themselves with giveaway plastic fans, buying an extra 
bottle of water or seeking a spot in the shade.
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The festival, a tribute to Pittsburg's commercial �shing 
roots, has grown from a food and winetasting block 
party to a signature event that draws as many as 100,000 
people and includes an array of live music, entertain-
ment, air and boat shows, among other non�sh fare. 

"They've added a lot of events and word gets around. 
There's continual improvement," said Louis Mendoza, 
who volunteers to work the beer concessions with the 
Elks Lodge. 

While holding a foil-covered "alligator on a stick" on a 
free shuttle bus ride home, Yolanda Dunnaway said her 
family has been to the festival every year and she 
believes it has steadily grown and improved. 

The Dunnaway family sought the air-conditioned 
shuttle a tad earlier than in the past because of the heat.

The best part, aside from the di�erent dishes, is that 
"you see people from around town that you might not 
have seen in years," said Lisa Segovia, 49, of Pittsburg. 

The festival continues from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. today. 
Scheduled events include an air show, power boat races 
and pasta eating and grape crushing contests. 

"So far it's been a great weekend, but Sunday is usually 
the bigger day of the two," said Timi Tumbaga, Old Town 
Pittsburg coordinator.

Free shuttle buses to the festival are available from 
Pittsburg/Bay Point BART, Los Medanos College, Pitts-
burg City Hall, Central Junior High School and Stoneman 
Elementary School.

Paul Burgarino covers Pittsburg and Bay Point. Reach 
him at 925-779-7164 or 
pburgarino@bayareanewsgroup.com.
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